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GREAT WEST WAY® |S AWARDED ADDITIONAL FUNDING FROM THE
DISCOVER ENGLAND FUND

Great West Way has been successful in its bid for funding from the Discover England Fund in

2020

England’s Great West Way, a multi-modal touring route between London and Bristol, has
received further funding from the Discover England Fund, administered by VisitEngland.
Great West Way is one of 12 initiatives to have been chosen in Year 5 of the Discover

England Fund, to help aid tourism recovery.

The Discover England Fund, announced by Government in 2015, was created to ensure that
‘England stays competitive in the rapidly growing global tourism industry, and offers world-
class English tourism products to the right customers at the right time’. Over a 5-year period
a number of large-scale initiatives, as well as some smaller initiatives, put forward a bid to
receive a percentage of £40million in funding which is administered in stages between 2016

and 2021.

Great West Way has benefitted from DEF funding since 2016 and attracted additional

support from 270 investing businesses and destinations on the route.

The funding will allow Great West Way to undertake domestic-focused marketing and PR
activity to aid the recovery of the tourism sector, and help maintain travel trade
relationships in international markets. In recent months, Great West Way has launched its
‘Don’t Follow the Herd’ marketing campaign, raising awareness of the route and encouraging
travellers to explore England’s countryside. This month, the Great West Way will also unveil
a virtual travel magazine, highlighting destinations, attractions and tourism businesses ready

to be explored on the route.

David Andrews, Director at Great West Way, said: “The Discover England Funding will go a

long way in aiding tourism recovery by helping us showcase to UK travellers what the Great



West Way has to offer. Recent research by VisitBritain has forecasted that due to Covid-19,
tourism revenue will decrease by *£68.8billion, which equates to a loss of over Tmillion FTE

tourism-related jobs.

“Having the resource available to undertake Great West Way marketing activity, as well as
supporting VisitEngland’s Escape the Everyday campaign, which Great West Way is included,

will generate additional visitor spend and help secure jobs on the route.”

VisitEngland Director, Andrew Stokes, said: “Millions of jobs and local economies depend on
tourism right across the country and the industry needs all of us to make sure it gets back on
its feet. This funding will encourage people to get out and discover the outstanding
destinations and quality attractions on our doorstep and also keep England's tourism

products and experiences front-of-mind for future international travellers.

“Now in its fifth year the Discover England Fund is all about embedding these amazing
tourism products and reaching new audiences to drive visitor growth and boost local

economies.”

Great West Way is the first touring route of its kind for England and joins up many of England’s
iconic destinations and attractions between London and Bristol. Since its launch, Great West
Way has created the Rough Guide to the Great West Way and alongside one of its Title
Ambassadors, Great Western Railway, it has launched the Great Western Railway Great West
Way® Discoverer Pass. It has also launched several maps available to travellers on the route,

an annual travel magazine as well as a travel trade directory.

Great West Way has also held two Travel Trade Marketplace events in recent years,
connecting domestic and international buyers with tourism suppliers. Great West Way'’s
ongoing partnership work with 80 Tour Operators secures commitment to develop, market
and distribute on-brand Great West Way programmed to travellers in the UK and around the

world.

For more information, visit: www.GreatWestWay.co.uk

END

Notes to editors:
*https://www.visitbritain.org/2020-tourism-forecast



http://www.greatwestway.co.uk/
https://www.visitbritain.org/2020-tourism-forecast#:~:text=Revised%20inbound%20outlook%20for%20the,last%20updated%20August%2025th)%3A&text=Our%20central%20scenario%20forecast%20for,spending%20to%20%C2%A36.0%20billion
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If you're interested in joining the Great West Way Ambassador or finding out some more
information, visit: www.GreatWestWay.co.uk/Ambassador-Network

Follow and engage with us on our social channels Facebook @GreatWestWay, Instagram
@GreatWestWay and Twitter @theGreatWestWay

Images for Great West Way can be downloaded from our Flickr gallery via this link
https://www.flickr.com/gp/129320754@N03/3g1fd7 Photos may be used in print and/or
online for the promotion of tourism to the Great West Way and photos used must be
credited to www.GreatWestWay.co.uk, unless otherwise stated in the title of the photo. Full
terms and conditions can be found here.

About the Great West Way

The Great West Way is one of a number of successful projects to receive funding from the
UK Government’s £40 million Discover England Fund, administered by VisitEngland. For
further information go to www.discoverenglandfund.org

The Story of the Great West Way booklet is available at:
www.GreatWestWay.co.uk/storyoftheGreatWestWay

Great West Way and England’s Great West Way are registered trademarks.

For further information contact:

Holly Windsor, PR and Communication Manager
Hollywindsor@GreatWestWay.co.uk

01722 324 888/07444 601 421
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